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ABSTRACTS 

 
PANEL 1: NIGHTSCAPES 

Paul Gallep & Charlotte Weber: Technical University Berlin, Department 
of Urban and Regional Planning  

Berlin Nights – a showcase for understanding night-time dynamics, 
conflicts and concepts 

“Regular opening hours are for Bavarians; sleep is overrated. Berliners can 
put up with a lot of things – but a curfew is unimaginable, that was abolished 
after World War II.”  

This quotation is part of Berlin’s latest tourism campaign "Berlin 365/24", 
integrating the image of "a city that never sleeps" as a key component of the 
city’s marketing strategy.  
 
Berlin has enjoyed the reputation of being a vibrant and creative metropolis 
for some time, looking back on a long history of club culture and nightlife. A 
growth of the population since the 90s, rising rents in the inner city and 
upgrading processes in popular living areas led to a widespread displacement 
of the typical “self-made” nightlife, as it was an obstacle for these processes. 
Nowadays Berlin (re)discovers the economic and marketing potential of its 
night- time activities – both for attracting tourists and residents. However, the 
dynamics and impacts of Berlinʼs night-development raise a number of 
conflicts, especially in the inner city districts. Due to its history, the changing 
night-time activities and the lack of knowledge and strategic analysis of the 
NTE Berlin makes a showcase for examination of tourism and the night.  
 
Friedrichshain-Kreuzberg is one of the places where conflicts regarding e.g. 
noise, littering but also gentrification become most evident. The project “Night-
time economy in Berlin and Milan “Mobility, conflicts and concepts” analysed 
Friedrichshain-Kreuzberg's NTE on different scales of space and time  using a 
variety of quantitative methods (collecting and visualising night-time-data, 
tracking mobility streams) and qualitative approaches (interviewing experts 
and passers-by, reviewing conflicts and regulation strategies). In the paper we 
present some of the results, especially an evaluation of existing and 
conceivable instruments and the central conclusion, that “a more 
communicative planning for a lively city is a key factor in dealing with conflicts.  
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Giancarlo Fedeli & Prof. J John Lennon: Moffat Centre for Travel and 
Tourism Development, Glasgow Caledonian University 

Understanding and measurement of Glasgow’s Night Time Economy 

The night time economy is now acknowledged as a key element of economic 
and cultural regeneration, as well as a factor in the appeal of city destinations 
to domestic and international visitors. Many cities are examining the value and 
importance of their night time economies as the importance of the night 
time culture and entertainment offer becomes more evident in building 
destination competitiveness. The debate in the UK in respect of night 
transportation, late night licensing and the appointment of night time Czars 
are symptoms of a growing concern with this aspect of the urban offer. The 
measurement of the value and employment the sector generates is a tangible 
way of building quantitative indicators and justifying policy in this area. 
However the composition of the Night Time Economy tends to cross standard 
industry classifications and is out with normal government parameters of 
analysis.  

The city of Glasgow recently launched a new urban strategy with a vision for 
the city to become the most innovative and progressive city centre in Europe 
and create a “green, liveable city centre that fosters creativity and opportunity” 
(www.glasgowcitycentrestrategy.com, 2017). The strategy identified the 
success and prominence of the night time economy as a critical factor for the 
overall vibrancy and success of the city centre. This sector was seen as 
critical to the development of creative industries and tourism. In this respect, 
the Moffat Centre, Glasgow Caledonian University www.moffatcentre.com 
competitively tendered for and were commissioned to assess the economic 
impact of the night time economy. Following development of a unique 
methodology for measurement and segmentation of evening demand it was 
found that in 2015 Glasgow’s Night Time Economy (NTE) contributed £2.19 
billion to the Glasgow economy. This sector constitutes 13.5% of City Centre 
GDP and was responsible for supporting 16,200 full time equivalent 
employment positions or 10.8% of city employment. This data provided 
quantifiable evidence of a hitherto undervalued element of the city economic 
portfolio and enabled policy makers to support reform in this area with critical 
economic data. 

The methodology used for the study permitted the collection of both 
quantitative and qualitative data and identified emergent trends and 
characteristics that had previously received limited attention. This paper will 
illustrate the nature of the mixed methodology utilised which incorporated; 

• analysis of Income sources, 
• use of input-output tables,  
• GDP and GVA contribution calculation 
• review and evaluation of footfall,  
• qualitative interviews with private sector stakeholders, owners and 

managers, 
• night time consumer surveys. 
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In addition to quantitative date the project also revealed emergent social 
trends and issues for urban destination that were utilised in strategy and 
policy developments. This study represented the first evaluation of the sector 
in Glasgow and provides a valuable insight on how the NTE impacts on 
culture, tourism and the visitor economy. 

  

 

Enora Robin: City Leadership Lab, Department of Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Public Policy – University College London. 

Expanding the city’s boundaries: public art in the 24-hour city. 

 

As London is turning 24 hour, 2017 will be a critical year to develop urban 
strategies that keep London moving, growing and living, at night. London’s 
night time strategy so far arguably put a critical emphasis on supporting the 
night time economy and expanding its transport offer through the 24 hour tube. 
However, little has been said and done about the making of night time urban 
strategies that include objectives of inclusion, safety and allow Londoners and 
tourists alike to experience the city differently – and not only through 
recreation and entertainment - at night. More critically, the vision of 24 hour 
London still tells us little about how its residents and visitors are to experience 
the city as a whole – including its public spaces – at night. This paper 
explores the potential of new forms of public art to reconfigure the ways in 
which cities are experienced and lived at night; whereby night time festival 
yield the potential to help residents reconnect and rediscover their cities whilst 
attracting a new type of nocturnal visitors and fostering a new type of 
nocturnal tourism economy.  

Back in July 2016, London held its first ever free late-night contemporary arts 
festival: Art Night. Inspired by Nuit Blanche, an all-night arts festival created in 
Paris in 2002 and successfully staged in 30 cities around the world, the 
festival invites international artists to take over secret buildings and public 
spaces for one night every year. The festival is free and open to all. For its 
first edition, Art Night attracted 35.000 visitors from London and from abroad. 
The paper investigates the following question: Can public arts projects like Art 
Night provide a powerful medium to allow residents to rediscover and reclaim 
their city, whilst, at the same time, increasing London’s exposure as a global 
cultural capital? It is based on the analysis of the data collected through 
surveying 450 visitors during and after the festival.  
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PANEL 2: LIGHTING AND LIGHT FESTIVALS 

 

Raquel Camprubí (Business Organisations and Management 
Department, Faculty of Tourism, University of Girona) & Lluís Coromina, 

(Economics Department, Faculty of Tourism, University of Girona) 

Illumination events in cities: the case of Barcelona  

During the last years, cities have been used illumination not only in functional 
terms. Further to illuminate public spaces such as streets, squares and 
gardens with security and commercial purposes. Cities have seen the use of 
light as a powerful tool to create tourist attractiveness. In this sense, light is 
used in order to highlight the beauty of monuments and nodes; differentiate 
daily and night spaces; and generate a night tourism image based on 
particular icons.  

According to Mantei (2012), there are three different types of illumination: a) 
permanent illumination; b) seasonal illumination and c) illumination events. 
Although the two first types of illumination is common and shared in all the 
cities; illumination events have been postulated as something innovative to 
generate tourist attractiveness during a short period of time. In this context, 
cities around the world have created events based on spectacles of light, 
colour and sound, such as mapping projections.  

Considering that this is a relatively new phenomenon, there is not much 
academic literature focusing on the use of light as a tourism attraction. For 
this reason, the aim of this paper is to analyse the profile, motivations and 
levels of satisfaction of tourism demand in illumination events.  

In order to achieve this aim, the study is based on the event “Llum Barcelona” 
in Barcelona during February 2016. A survey was carried out, using tablet 
computers to collect data. The questionnaire included questions related to 
socio-demographic profile, level of knowledge of the even, motivations, 
information sources used, and satisfaction.  

Results from quantitative data analysis reveal the main socio-demographic 
characteristics of the tourism demand of this event, having also an insight to 
their motivations, and satisfaction of their experience in various aspects of the 
event. Finally, conclusions and managerial implications are also considered 
particularly for managers in the case of Barcelona, but also for practitioners in 
general.  
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Raphaël Pieroni (Department of Geography and Environment, University 
of Geneva) & Patrick Naef (Institute for Environmental Sciences, 

University of Geneva) 

Night tours: commodification and exoticization of the night 

This communication aims to renew the analyses of night tourism by 
considering the night less as a moment than place, a territory. It is stated that 
its touristic exploitation follows comparable modalities as what is referred to 
as Slumming. A practice which at the end of the XIXe and beginning of XXe 
century consisted in visiting specific sites and neighbourhoods, mainly at night, 
to observe stigmatized social classes and sometimes participate at their 
(nocturnal) practices. Slumming participated to shape the popular 
conceptualization of race, social class and sexuality in the U.S as well as in 
some European countries.  

This contribution explores this hypothesis through the study of “night tours” 
practices, promoted nowadays in various cities by the so-called in-betweens 
(tour operators, tour guides). We do not claim that all forms of night tourism 
refer to slumming. For instance, the opening of an exhibition hall at night has 
probably more to do with urban marketing strategies. The paper deals with 
“night tours” for which are based on the commodification of observation and 
transgression, which is specific to slumming. Considering the night as a place 
implies also to consider how it becomes a site in itself, a site that can be 
explored and where tourists go with guides or other informants. Through the 
analyse of night touring practices, we identify how the night becomes an 
another place, different from the day. We identify how the Night is exoticized 
through different processes of reification and spectacularisation.  

The results presented here are based on content analyses of various 
narratives (touristic leaflets, websites, postcard, maps, photographs, travel 
blogs) of both in-betweens and tourists involved in these “night tours”, as well 
as on semi-directive interviews conducted mainly in European cities.  

  

 

Cathy Greenhalgh: Independent Scholar 

Cinematic Wonder and Nocturnal Carnivalesque: Emerging Lightscape 
Promenade Narratives. 

This paper explores the growth of light sculpture and installation, projection 
screen architectures and promenade narratives in night time tourism. Big 
cities and coastal cities have always had a fascination for light, but the idea of 
light narrative as a source of wonder seems to have expanded beyond its 
traditional large event, annual festival or carnival modes to branding of the 
nocturnal lure of an area. Switch (2013) is my sensory essayistic ethnographic 
documentary which uses high-definition stills in animated sequences. It 
compares Blackpool’s western-facing seafront with the artificial light of the 
annual light Illuminations festival and arts scene and how they are 
remembered in local culture. Using an extract from this film and stills from 
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London’s West-End Lumiere festival (2016) devised by arts charity Artichoke, 
I will argue that night time tourism increasingly draws on cinematographic and 
game-like devices to guide viewer experience and interaction over larger 
geographical areas.  

Artist-led creative organisations combine expertise in light engineering, digital 
infrastructure and interactivity. There are security concerns with crowds and 
accessibility, but tourist boards and city administrations realise light can be 
used to link themed promenades along whose routes there may be cafes, 
shops, and pop-up incarnations. It highlights material differences, textures 
surfaces and plays with temporalities. Moments are embellished, giving 
energy and agency to the city. In a world of increasing mobility, narratives 
order random experience and create opportunities for ludic play with identity, 
and could promote artistic citizenship (and an ethical praxis) in the creative 
city. Sheller and Urry argue ‘in so far as places are constructed as 
“playscapes”, with “aesthetic coatings”, those that are able to re-coat 
themselves quickly will best be able to stay in play, but only just’ (2004:8). The 
paper will draw on a combination of ideas from Sean Cubitt, Tim Edensor, 
Laura Marks, Nigel Thrift and Elliot/Silverman/Bowman (2016). 

  

	

Begoña Aramayona: Department of Social Psychology, Universidad 
Autónoma de Madrid (UAM), Spain 

Between the urban village and the fantasy city: struggles for 
representation of the nightlife in Madrid 

Several European urban centres are experiencing glocal-oriented changes 
(Brenner, 1998; Benko, 2000), often accompanied or triggered by an urban 
tourism boom (Keller, 2005) and the increase of nightlife scenes (Hae, 2011; 
Ocejo, 2014; Nofre y Martín, 2009; Nofre, 2013). Although somehow delayed, 
Mediterranean cities are also joining this trend, being the scenario for different 
social tensions.  

In this paper, I perform a critical analysis of a central neighborhood in Madrid 
(La Latina), which has been witnessing an increase of night-time economy, 
mass tourism and organized residents contests throughout the last 7 years. 
Based on a self-made, ad hoc, visual ethnography, which involved a 3 years ́ 
film-recording (2012-2015) and around 40 opened-interviews with neighbors, 
revelers and business owners, I analyze the tensions between the slow and 
locally oriented everyday practices, as well as the marginal underrepresented 
nightlife scenes, which remain in this territory and the fast, global-oriented 
scenes projected for the post-industrial nightlife in Madrid. That is, the 
interstices and frontiers between the “urban village” (Zukin, 2010) and the 
“disneyfied” (Judd, 2003; Zukin, 2008) “ludic city” (Baptista, 2005) or “fantasy 
city” (Hannigan, 1998). Specifically, I focus on the resistance and 
(re)appropriation strategies of the different inhabitants in this context, and the 
ways they negotiate their “belonging narratives” and “belonging aesthetics” of 
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place. The role of the visual researcher’s reflexivity and its dialogue with(in) 
the context will also be discussed.  

  

 

PANEL 3: CONFLICT, SAFETY AND WORKERS 

 

Anna Plyushteva, Cosmopolis Centre for Urban Research, Vrije 
Universiteit Brussel 

Commuting in the urban night: the mobilities of hospitality and catering 
workers in Brussels and Sofia 

Despite the fact that the urban night has predominantly been discussed in 
urban studies in terms of ‘economy,’ the work practices of those whose labour 
makes a nightlife economy possible is rarely explored. This presentation takes 
as its starting point the ‘not-nine-to-five’ commute: the daily, and nightly, 
mobilities of workers in the hospitality and catering sectors, and the relations 
and tensions which link them to other mobilities – leisurely, infrastructural, 
economic, to name a few – which make up the urban night. 

The presentation draws on the first five months of a 2-year research project 
focusing on travel to work in the HoReCa sectors of Brussels, Belgium and 
Sofia, Bulgaria. This research project uses qualitative and collaborative 
methods to engage with the specific practices and settings of mobility faced 
by small restaurant, bar and accommodation business owners, and the 
people they employ. The project seeks to provide a critical engagement with 
night-time transport in cities, the planning of which is almost entirely focused 
on the consumers of urban nightlife, excluding nocturnal workers from its 
technical language and broader imaginary. By working closely with small 
employers within the night-time urban economy, the project seeks to generate 
new insights into the nocturnal commute, while at the same time drawing on 
these insights to help employers improve the conditions in which night-time 
workers commute. 

  

 

Iulius-Cezar Macarie: MS-C Actions Fellow | PhD Candidate SocAnthro 
Central European University Budapest, HU  

Invisible Denizens: Precarious Night Shifters in the Days of Post-
Circadian Capitalism 

 

The transitional processes from circadian to post-circadian capitalist era have 
reduced possibilities for capabilities of sociability amongst migrant night shift 
workers. This paper analyses the three main contributing factors for the 
possibilities of corrosion of solidarity amongst migrant denizens: (a) the 
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expansion of the working day into the night; (b) the major alterations of time 
over time, and (c) global cities, the nurturing ground for occupational 
polarization (Sassen, 2001). Four ethnographic portraits of market workers 
(supervisor, salesman, forklift driver and café woman) have been 
foregrounded to analyse the subtleties of their experiences, and how they 
have become historically the people whom they are today through their 
migratory past and present bodily practices.  

The paper proposes that isolation, alienation and ‘sleep despoliation’ (Crary, 
2014) are amongst the factors causing precarious migrant night workers to 
become the bio-automatons up and working around-the-clock. Hence, 
denizens maintaining the global city live and work under pressure from 
precarity and lack social cohesion to organise and defend their working, social 
and civil rights. London’s global army of migrant night workers are becoming 
increasingly invisible and precarious due to them being disconnected from its 
diurnal communities.  

  

 

João Carlos Martins: CICSNOVA, Interdisciplinary Center of Social 
Sciences Faculdade de Ciências Sociais e Humanas 

Social, Public Health and Urban Governance Impacts on Safe!n 
Implementation 

Contemporary Urban Studies and Sociology have recently strengthened their 
focus on waterfront cities with a strong emphasis on nightlife urban 
appropriations resulting from mass touristification, gentrification of historical 
neighbourhoods as urban themed parks. The contemporary urban post-
Fordist adjustments asked for the creation of a new ‘urban business’, 
throughout an economic, cultural and social dynamic in order to receive, 
accommodate and entertain the new urban costumer: the nightlife consumer. 
The SAFE!N CAIS project main objective was to implement a “Safe Night” 
label on some of the local bars. This procedural change on the Urban Night 
was made throughout the operationalization on several tasks: (i) The 
integration on a European Network of NGO´s working on this same object on 
the cities of Paris, Zurich, Bruxells or Barcelona, the Party+ 
(http://www.partyplus.eu/), (ii) Promoting the discussion among public health 
technicians (drugs and addictive consume), nightlife promotors (local 
entrepreneurs, workers, Erasmus companies), urban regulators (noise and 
sewage), resident´s groups and local politicians about the contents of the 
formal workshop to nightlife agents. (iii) Implementation of this formal 
workshop on 8 bars at least to 50% of their workforce and the application of 
several rules related to access to free water and non-alcoholic drinks, noise 
control, information on drugs and abuse consume, (iv) Community focused 
forums with residents and local officials in order to address noise, sewage and 
urban coexistence problems among residents and nightlife consumers and (v) 
Social intervention among nightlife consumers on drugs and alcohol 
consumption, sexual risk encounters and public safety.   
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DAY TWO 
PANEL 4: TOURISM AND THE NIGHT: RED LIGHTS TO BRIGHT LIGHTS 

Peta Wolifson: Human Geography, School of Humanities & 
Languages, Faculty of Arts & Social Sciences, The University of New 

South Wales, Sydney, Australia 

Implications of tourism in the nightlife planning of Sydney 

Improving Sydney’s night-time economy has been a key element of 
government tourism strategies for the city over the last decade. The City of 
Sydney Council’s approach is outlined in their 2013 strategy and action plan 
for the night – ‘Open’. While the Council has attempted to mediate various 
claims to the night and create a more diversified and dispersed nightlife, the 
focus on night-time tourism has been an integral part of their economic 
strategy. Large events such as New Year’s Eve and the winter festival ‘Vivid’ 
are key elements of this policy approach. A contrasting strategy by the NSW 
State government was the introduction of ‘lockouts’ to inner Sydney in early 
2014, which have had a marked impact on Sydney’s nightlife that is still 
playing out in different ways across the city. The lockouts were instituted to 
reduce violence, and in part, create a more appealing nightscape for visitors. 
Alongside a privatisation and development agenda, the lockouts have 
undoubtedly played a role in the inner city’s gentrification. Since the lockouts 
were introduced, they have been vocally opposed by activist groups ‘Keep 
Sydney Open’ and ‘Reclaim the Streets’. Despite their pro-nightlife stance, by 
maintaining public focus on the lockouts, these groups have likely had an 
unintended negative effect on the reputation of Sydney’s nightlife and, as a 
result, on tourism. Sydney’s case highlights the need for nightlife planning that 
seeks to benefit local communities with flow-on benefits to tourism, not the 
other way around. Nightlife policies that exclude local communities, 
particularly those who may be marginalised in nightlife spaces elsewhere, are 
to the detriment of cultural development and ultimately, to a vibrant nightlife 
for tourists and locals alike.  

  

 

Emanuele Giordano: Université Paul Valéry Montpellier 

Touristification and the chaging nature of Barceloneta’s nightlife 

Barcelona and other leading destinations in European city tourism have 
experienced substantial growth over the past few decades. Key indicators and 
empirical observations suggest that Barcelona has more or less reached (if 
not exceeded) the limits of its physical carrying capacity in tourism. This 
process is not going uncontested and several communities over the last years 
have taken action against the transformation of their neighbourhoods. 
Particularly, criticism has director toward the growing number of tourism illegal 
short-term tourist flats that have been accused to impact local housing market, 
rapidly inflating house prices and rents and so activate evictions and 
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household replacement through gentrification-related processes. Without 
minimizing the impacts that illegal apartments have on the socio-economical 
fabric, we argue that this issue alone is unable to be an explanatory variable 
of the process of urban change that numerous neighbourhoods are 
experiencing. 

This being the case and using Barceloneta neighbourhood as a case study, 
this contribution focuses on the role played by the changing nature of the 
neighbourhood’s nightlife. First, it analyse how the progressive touristification 
of the neighbourhood nightlife scene has contributed to modify the spatio-
temporal rhythms of nightlife consumption producing growing tension between 
tourists and residents and at the same time has contributed to foster forms of 
commercial and residential gentrification. Second, we reflect on the fact that 
despite the current narrative that blame tourists alone for the negative impacts 
that nightlife has on the quality of life of the residents,  this process can by no 
means be attributed exclusively to tourism but has to be contextualized in a 
wider process of multifaceted, complex urban change  that involve the radical 
change of the nature and use of the neighbourhood. 

  

 

Nils Grube: coopolis gmbh planungsbüro für kooperative 
Stadtentwicklung 

Night Tourism and (new) visitor attracting formats in the context of 
urban upgrading strategies  

During the last years, Frankfurt’s Bahnhofsviertel has become the hippest 
quarter of the city. Not long ago, it was exclusively associated with its red light 
district, crime, or social decay. Negative media coverage kept away private 
investments as well as most of the residents of Frankfurt. The area 
surrounding the central station became a refuge for marginalized social 
groups. In the context of the neoliberal reordering of urban politics and the 
global competition between cities, Frankfurt’s local government pushed to 
rebrand the former figurehead of the city by promoting a new image. Part of 
this campaign is the annual event of the long night of the Bahnhofsviertel. 
Based on the well-known visitor- attracting format of long nights it provides 
exclusive insights into the district’s broad range of diverse spaces of work and 
life. Wandering through the lively streets visitors can experience the nocturnal 
scenery safely.  

Based on ethnographic fieldwork and qualitative interviews with key actors 
this contribution focuses on the special features of the format and its creative 
adaption to a district. It shows, how the long nights of the Bahnhofsviertel 
succeed both in gradually taking away the visitors' fear of negative 
experiences which mainly occurs during night times and in stimulating the 
intended upgrading process. Furthermore, it will discuss how this process is 
remarkably connected to a general re-valorization of the urban night and 
questions the effects of increasing night tourism on inclusion and exclusion 
dynamics in the district.  
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Greg Cowan: Independent Scholar 

ErosCentre: the strange attractions of 'Station Quarter Night' in 
Frankfurt 

 

Complex inner city station areas of London King’s Cross and Frankfurt 
Bahnhofsviertel were respective sites investigated in my own detailed 
comparative street design study. Frankfurt am Main, seen from a distance of 
450km away in London, separated by time zones, national borders and 
languages, and in particular the microcosm of Frankfurt Station Quarter 
(Bahnhofsviertel) was chosen recently as a setting for a tourism case study 
for students - specifically examining the evening and noir culture of the urban 
hub / interchange area. Frankfurt Hauptbahnhof - railway station - is an urban 
transport hub at the centre of the Rhine-Main urban agglomeration, with a 
population of over 5 million people. The station area is a socially and culturally 
diverse neighbourhood or ‘quarter’, with commercial and street activity 
supporting a living city in the broadest sense - a residential creative quarter 
with 24 hour entertainment, supporting the nearby bank and trade districts, 
the Bankenviertel and Europaviertel. 

Frankfurt Station quarter is famous for Red Light entertainment, known in 
German as Rotlicht or Milieu (scene), a specific form of evening entertainment 
theme. Students were recently shown a cartoon with the title “A Ginza 
Sighting” - a disturbing caricature depicting a trio of impoverished Tokyo street 
musicians, originally published in the 1920s in the cosmopolitan journal Tokyo 
Puck - to generate debate. Existing and potential experiences of night time 
cities and the urban noir opened up critical dialogues. Debate aimed to 
problematise and expand upon processes of place definition and promotion 
for visitors experiencing city “authenticity”. Although central to this conference, 
and despite a literature including work like Planning the Night Time City 
(Roberts and Eldridge 2009), themes like alco-tourism, Stag and Hen party 
tours and events, and the urban qualities of Station Quarters as urban hubs 
all have potential for much more scrutiny and policy development, as areas 
ripe for increased researched in urban studies, to better understand their 
cultural and sociological importance to a financial economy. 

The conference paper will consider the Frankfurt ‘Red Light’ Station Quarter 
case study in terms of the implications for planning the night time city and the 
24 hour city. It will also touch on the noir urban encounter, where visitors gain 
access to uncanny aspects of unfamiliar urban culture - and this is compared 
with off-the-beaten-track tourism and slum tourism. Leisure, fun, substance 
use and abuse and vice are all considered in the context of the Frankfurt 
Station Quarter at Night. 
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PANEL 5: PILGRIMAGE 

 

Atepheh Amid, Independent Scholar 

Mashhad: a 24 hour city 

Night has been known and experienced differently in various cultures and 
throughout history. Local and international forces related to economic, cultural, 
social, political, historical and environmental issues shape cities and develop 
the night-time activities of each individual city. In order to achieve an in-depth 
understanding of the concepts of the night-time economy and 24-hour society 
it is important to study night-life in various parts of the world. However, 
discussions of the city at night are dominated by the framework and 
experience of Western Europe, Northern America and Australia.  

In this paper findings from a study on the nightlife of Mashhad, a 24-hour city 
in Iran, are discussed. Night-life in Iran, as a Middle-Eastern country, is 
different from the available literature as a result of various social and cultural 
factors. In Iran, because of religious discipline, there are no pubs, bars, 
casinos or clubs. However, cities work at night with a continuity of their 
daytime activities. Mashhad, a religious city with the shrine of Imam Reza 
located at its centre, is visited annually by over 25 million pilgrims. The large 
number of visitors and the shrine are characteristics of Mashhad and its 24-
hour activities. There are less visible boundaries between day and night 
activities in Mashhad and specifically in the shrine area. However, the 
Regeneration and Reconstruction Plan of Imam Reza’s Shrine Area, started 
in 2001, is threatening the 24-hour features of the shrine area by attempting to 
modernise it in order to attract and accommodate more pilgrims.  

By investigating the interconnections between the temporal structure of 
Mashhad and its spatial form, this study argues that social, cultural, economic, 
political and climatic factors are all important in the formation of night-life in a 
city.  

  

 

Marie-Hélène Chevrier: Université Lumière Lyon 2/ Université de 
Franche-Comté 

From dusk to dawn : nocturnal ritual activities in tourist development of 
pilgrimage places. 

“You can come in the evening, you can come at night. I am amazed by the 
number of people who are here, at two o’ clock in the morning, at midnight. 
When there isn’t anybody, they come”, says the promotion and 
communication manager at Lourdes Tourist Office. Traditionally, dusk and 
dawn are important moments in catholic sacred places, because of their 
symbolism. Some shrines are famous for their nocturnal activities: torchlight 
processions and way of the Cross, prayer vigils, services... For pilgrims, a day 
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does not end at nightfall and begins before dawn. Despite the secularization 
of western societies, a growing number of visitors come to pilgrimage places, 
not necessarily for religious motives but out of curiosity, opening new 
perspectives for tourism, which values authenticity and welfare. In pilgrimage 
cities, both religious and tourist authorities take advantage of these new 
demands and renew the traditional nocturnal rituals, which are promoted as 
intense spiritual experiences and unique touristic experiences. How these 
particular nocturnal practices can be used to attract new visitors and what 
impact does it have on the organisation and economy of pilgrimage towns?  

This paper is based on fieldwork (surveys, observations and interviews) 
conducted in eighteen catholic shrines (in Europe and Mexico) within the 
scope of a doctoral research in geography, about tourism and pilgrimage. The 
examples of Lourdes (France) and Fatima (Protugal), in which nocturnal 
Marian processions are key elements, will be particularly developed, as well 
as the recent project called « The 25th Hour ». This event, conducted by the 
Association of the Shrine Towns of France (gathering tourist offices and 
shrines), takes place during the clock change of November, taking advantage 
of the extra hour of this night to propose special nocturnal tours and activities, 
in order to promote these towns.  

  

 

PANEL 6: GENTRIFICATION AND THE NIGHT 

Jordi Nofre (LXNIGHTS Principal Investigator) & Joao Carlos Martins & 
Jorge Sequera (Interdisciplinary Centre of Social Sciences, Faculty of 
Social & Human Sciences, New University of Lisbon) & Paula Guerra 
(KISMIF Principal Investigator, Institute of Sociology, Faculty of Arts, 

University of Porto) 

 

Tourism and Nightlife Gentrification in Porto: Partying in an UNESCO 
City 

Over last years, urban tourism has emerged as an engine of neighborhood 
regeneration in many Western post-industrial cities. Tourism-led revitalization 
of historic centres has mostly involved rapid processes of urban, social and 
residential change, resulting in the spatial displacement of (especially elder, 
lower class) long-term residents. In the case of South European cities, this 
process has occurred in parallel to the recent expansion and commodification 
of tourist-oriented, youth-oriented nightlife, especially in the historical quarters 
of the city. This is the case of Porto, the second Portuguese largest city, 
where its historic centre was classified by UNESCO as World Heritage in 
1996. While in name of culture, historic preservation (and national identity) the 
urban landscape of Porto’s historic centre knew a profound process of urban 
regeneration and even early processes of gentrification, it was not until 2013 
when the city was awarded as the Lonely Planet Best Holidays Destination in 
Europe and increased its visibility in the international tourism market. The 



	 18	

number of foreign visitors and tourists has soared and the historic centre of 
the city has recently experienced a rapid touristification and ‘Airbnbization’. By 
focusing on the today’s quarter of Carmelitas, also known as Galerias Paris, 
we will show a ‘nocturnal geography’ of this crowded nightlife hot spot of Porto. 
We will argue that earlier ‘gentrified nightscapes’ emerged in Galerias Paris 
resulting from the ‘heritage-led gentrification’ in late 90s and earlier 2000s are 
currently coexisting with mass nightlife facilities oriented to alcohol-fueled 
tourist, college students and local young population. We will also argue that 
such change is part of both strategies of city development and urban branding 
in these times when the ‘Tourist City’ rises as the main urban, economic, 
social and cultural paradigm in post-recession Portugal.   

  

 

Maja Jovic: Planning & Transport: University of Westminster 

Branding Belgrade: Nightlife as an Organic Place Brand in Transitional 
Countries 

In this paper, I am looking at the development of nightlife as a spontaneous 
brand, and its relation to tourism in transitional country such as Serbia. Today, 
these transitional economies brand themselves as touristic destinations in 
order to find a unique position on the world map, as destinations with strong 
brands are argued to have a better reputation and higher loyalty of their 
consumers – particularly beneficial to emerging, newly industrialised and 
transitional nations, shifting from socialist to free world economic systems.   

Focusing on the case study of Belgrade, the paper is an outcome of an 
interdisciplinary doctoral thesis aiming to understand how the process of 
branding may be used to help recreate an image of a post-conflict city or 
nation. As several authors point out (Dragicevic Sesic and Mihaljinac, 2016), 
branding can be understood as not only a representation of cultural heritage, 
but of lifestyles essential for the development of tourism or economy in 
general. A 2014 study of brand perception of Belgrade shows that 13.5% of 
local residents associate it with nightlife, making it the third highest response 
after “metropolis” and “home” (Bivolarevic and Damnjanovic, 2014). The same 
study also places nightlife in a decisively positive category, under “hedonistic 
way of living”, next to good food, diverse fun content and wellness. Some 
authors state nightlife has even become Belgrade’s spontaneous or organic 
brand (Tadic, 2010) and the findings of this paper confirm this. Several 
respondents from the fields of architecture, urban planning and tourism 
identified nightlife as Belgrade’s strongest “accidental” brand. Three particular 
city clusters were mentioned: Sava river “floating clubs” – rafts, traditional 
Skadarlija with the “old charm” quality, and redevelopment of former industrial 
zones into nightclub centres.  

Johnson et al. (2015) see the development of river raft nightclubs as a 
metaphor for violence against the urban environment and development, as 
the lack of planning affects the surrounding areas’ quality of life. They also 
state there is little formal development on Belgrade’s river banks, allowing for 
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this sort of practice to thrive. The paper will focus on two opposing views from 
the respondents: the importance of nightlife as a catalyst for placing Belgrade 
back on the map of Europe, and the issues surrounding this “organic” or 
“accidental” brand that is in no way regulated.  

  

 

Spencer Sutherland: Chair, Queen St West Business Improvement Area, 
Toronto, Canada  

Can Tourism Save the High Street? 

The High Street is under threat from all sides.  As cities continue to grow, 
densification places onerous burdens on retail businesses to survive. The cost 
of real estate goes up, taxes go up, bylaws multiply, risk and exposure 
magnify, expectations climb: how can any business on high street survive? 
Retail businesses must find innovative ways to make better use of more hours 
in the day, or more accurately, more hours at night.  Development of the 
night-time economy is essential to survive and thrive amidst gentrification, but 
this has implications for how space may be used for different purposes day or 
night. 

As cities continue to gentrify, the demand for residential density in urban 
centres increases and this causes a fundamental change in the nature of 
retail businesses.  Service Retail, such as fast food, banks, pharmacies, 
grocery stores, etc., move in to accommodate the increasing residential 
population.  At first glance, this seems beneficial to commercial occupancy, 
but if not carefully managed, the influx of service retail can be extremely 
detrimental to high street neighbourhoods.  The problem is that service retail 
tends to be mostly franchise-based, which afford higher rent but tend to be 
very formulaic, often parasitic, causing high streets to lose their 
uniqueness.  This troubling trend erodes neighbourhood identity and is 
becoming known as “placelessness”.  As high streets lose their luster, the 
entire city can lose its appeal and suffer direly. 

To draw customers from beyond the local population, high streets must 
maintain a healthy amount of Destination Retail establishments.  Night-time 
businesses offer entertainment and experiences that promote social activity 
and create destinations that stimulate tourism, and can help to save high 
street neighbourhoods. 
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Gergely Olt:	Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Centre for Social 
Sciences, Institute for Sociology 

Night time tourism in Budapest - functional change and gentrification in 
the post-socialist context 

 

Tourism and night time economy (NTE) functions of inner cities often cause 
conflicts with local residents (Roberts, 2006; Eldridge, 2010; Hadfield, 2015). 
Planning interventions and regulations can influence these conflicts (Roberts, 
2009; Hadfield et al., 2009) however in many cases the NTE entrepreneurs 
and owners of inner city real estate can defend their interests more effectively 
than local residents. Although local contextual factors and regulations can be 
important in the results of these conflicts (Roberts et al., 2006) they often 
result in property price increase and exclusion of families and lower status 
residents from the inner cities (Nelson, 2010). My case study analyses the 
transformation of the ‘Jewish Quarter’ of Budapest into a tourism and night-
time economy area called today the ‘party quarter’.  The functional change of 
the preliminary residential neighbourhood into a non-stop festival is caused by 
local contextual factors and global changes in tourism. 

The rehabilitation and gentrification of the inner city of Budapest did not follow 
the course predicted in the early 90s after the social and economic 
transformation and the inner city remained a socially mixed area. The post-
socialist institutional context and the effects of the historical path dependency 
are well illustrated by the corrupt privatisation of the local authority owned real 
estate. The housing stock was transformed into the so called ‘ruin bars’ 
(Lugosi et al., 2010; Csanádi et al., 2012) and the social conflicts emerged 
after this functional change. The regulation of the hospitality scene was 
ambivalent in the last 10 years and rules are hardly enforced by the police 
and other officials while street crime increases year by year. The dilapidated 
housing stock of the inner city started to lose the long term residential function 
and the short term touristic use of the apartments are typical now. Night-time 
tourism displaces the original residents. 

  

 

 


